NOW THAT YOU OWN A
BIG MERCURY FOR 1956
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cre vou SEEa big, beautiful fricndship

You Are now ready to start a beautiful new friendship
with a car that looks big, feels big, rides big, and is big in
every way . . . your 1956 Mercury.

The result of precision manufacture and important tech-
nical advances, your big 1956 Mercury is also a tribute
to hundreds of thousands of men and women in countless
crafts, trades and professions. It embodies the glass maker’s
art and the weaver’s skill, as well as the mechanical engi-
neers knowledge and the stylist’s creative imagination.

The one goal set for everyone concerned has been to
provide you with the big-car styling, performance and
value that will give vou the deep-rooted satistaction you
seek. Your Mercury gives you not just beauty, but distinc-
tive, exclusive styling; not just higher horsepower, but
more usable horsepower; not just higher resale value, but
the best resale value in the field.

In order that you may get everything from your Mercury
that has been built into it, we suggest that you read this
book carefully. (Pleasant thought: Relax in the comtortable
front seat of that gleaming big car of yours. And as you
read about its instruments and controls and other fine fea-
tures, make friends with them right on the spot.) Then, keep
this book in your glove compartment for handy reference.

ﬁ:"i!;.':;""" van'll find JUR
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istruments an

Your MERCURY's instruments give you up-to-the-second
information on what’s happening behind the scenes, and
its a good idea to check them frequently as you drive.
The controls you'll use in operating your Mercury are
readily identified, conveniently located, easily operated.

keys Your shield-shaped key operates ignition-starter
1 switch and car door locks. The other round-head key
| operates glove and trunk compartment locks. o
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oil pressure gage At normal apesating tem- T
perature and at or above about 45 mph and
up, needle should stay at about center of dial.
If it does not, shut off engine immediately and
investigate the cause.,

ignition-starter switch simplifies ordinary start-
g, To start engine, turn key to start position.
While engine runs, key stays at on for use of
gages and accessories. To operate radio, heater,
other accessories and gages when engine is off,
turn key to acc.

fuel supply £dEE shows you how much gaso-

\ line is in your 18-gallon tank (19 for station _,

| wagons). For example, if the needle is half
way between “E” and “F”, you know that you

/ have approximately nine gallons of gasoline
remaining,

speedometer is graduated in 5s up to 120 mph
for quick, accurate reading. Total-mileage indi-

cator is centered directly below speedometer
face,

battery charge Indicator shows whether bat-
tery is charging (“C”) or discharging (“D”).
With ignition and all accessories off, needle
should stay centered, Just after starting, needle
should show high rate of charge and then drop

perature | indicates temperature of
engine coolant. When ignition is off, needle

rests at “H”., At normal operating temperature
needle stays near center of gage. If needle shows

: ack near center, If needle stays left of center
abnormal temperature at any time, shut off ?IC]‘ i 'i”_'l” I} k( | t'y o
ot i : SUL ', check electrical system.
your engine immediately and look for the cause. % e e, check elec y




headlight switch controls headlights, taillights, parking lights,
license-plate light and instrument-panel lights. When switch is:
1) all the way in, all above lights are off; 2) half-way out, all
above lights except headlights are on; 3) all the way out, head-
lights come on, and parking lights go off. To brighten or dim
instrument panel lights, rotate switch knob.

Levers to left of steering column Levers to right of steering column

Mercury heating and ventilating

Your MEeRcuny heating and ventilating system will give you a
welcome degree of control over almost any weather conditions
vou meet. Though highly efficient the system 1is very simple.

There are four levers that control the system: 2 outside air
levers — one for the left-side air duct, one for the right-side air
duct; 1 temp lever to regulate air temperature; 1 blower and
defrost lever to boost air circulation. Ordinarily, driving at normal
speeds will push ample air into the system without use of blower.

3-position headlight switch

interior hght switch operates the lights on lower edge of instru-

ment pancl and dome or rool-rail lights. Toggle switch located cooling ventilation Place temp lever at off. Move both outside

ander mstrinment panel. air levers to vent position. For more air, move blower lever to
slow or fast.

quick warm-up or recirculating heat Temp lever all the way
down fOr maxitinn hoat, Both outside air levers at (Jﬁ. Blower
18\?61‘ at f(.l..‘;f_.. Tr'mlr {'tlll|lrll lunctions :lllt()lnuticauy f()r 1’6Ci1‘0u~

lalting heat also,

normal heating Ior all of the following conditions, the left air
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i head! is handy to your left foot. When brights automatic heating T'emp lever adjusted for heat desired. For

are on, a small red light glows on the speedometer dial face. more air. move blower lever to slow or fast.
| hlgh heating Temp lever all the the way down. For more air,
l _ maove hlower lever 1o slow or f(l.ﬁ‘f.

and dome light are operated automatically by "
front-door-post switches when door is opened on Montclair or de-icing  Temp all the way down. Blower at de-ice.

hlt}llll‘l‘(‘}-’_ On (.:ll.‘»'l()ll], Hl‘}l‘llill'{{: ol door npemtes dome llght OIlly. de fogglnp “l ill“l”(l W(l’l[hi' T();n}) al (}ﬂ O as (](“;il‘t‘d BZOIUGT
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at de-ice.
Note For both deicing and de-fogging, door in heatet should be closed.

To prevent fumes from entering car through ventilating and heating system, place hoth outside air levers at off. (See
CAUTION note p. 48.)




Mercur y radio controls The conventional Mercury radio and
the Mercury Travel-Tuner radio (both optional at extra cost)
offer push-button and manual tuning. In addition, the Travel-
Tuner radio offers tuning by means of two selector bars — one
for town use. one for country use. This radio seeks in both
directions, successively, across the dial. When the town bar is
pressed repeatedly, it will stop only on strong local stations in
the order that they appear on the dial. The country bar will
provide more sensitivity to seek weaker stations also. For detailed
Operating instructions on your radio, see your radio manual.

electric clock  Your handsomely styled Mercury clock with

Wweep-second hand is electrically wound. To reset, push gently
on knob and turn.

directional signal lever On left side of
steering column, operates by ﬁnger-tip pres-
sure, Moving lever down gives left-turn
signal; moving it up signals a right turn.
When turn is completed, lever automat-
ically returns to center position. (Direc-
tional turn signals optional at extra cost.)

windshield wiper control Turn knob to right to start wipers.

Fo operate wipers at full speed, turn knob full right. To reduce
wiper speed, rotate knob toward left. Control button for wind-
shield washer (if equipped) is in knob’s center. To start washer

ipray, press button for a few seconds and release.

parking brake handle The large T-handle
at left of steering column controls the inde-
pendent mechanical parking brakes on the
rear wheels. Pull out to set brakes. To
release, turn one-quarter turn to left and
push in. This parking brake is separate
from the hydraulic pedal-operated brakes
— an added safety feature. Parking brake
operation is made easier, however, by press-
ing foot-brake pedal at the same time.

A practical accessory (optional at extra
cost) is Mercury’s parking brake warning
light, which glows whenever ignition key
1S turned on while parking brake is set.

brake and clutch pedals Your Mercury’s brake and clutch

pedals are the suspended pivot-action type . . . permit easier
operation and allow more footroom and a cleaner floor. Because
Mercury’s brakes are self-energized by the car’s forward motion,
only relatively light pedal pressure is needed for quick stops.

door locks Your ignition key locks front doors from outside;
plungers on window moldings lock them from inside. When
plunger is depressed on rear doors of 4-door sedans, doors cannot

“be opened from inside or outside until plunger is raised. Your

new Mercury is equipped with safety door locks which give
extra protection against doors springing open.

Manual seat lever Power seat control

seat adjustment You can easily adjust your front seat to match
most needs and assure maximum driving comfort. If your front
seat adjustment must meet unusual needs, your Mercury dealer
is equipped to make special adjustments.

Manual seat control lever is on left side in center of seat
shield. To adjust seat, pull lever up and glide seat to position.

Optional four-way power seat gives you extra convenience of
positioning seat up or down, forward or back by flick of switch
at left side of front-seat cushion, NOTE: Packages, tools or other
articles placed under the seat could be damaged by, or cause
damage to, power-seat mechanism.

trunk compartment lock Merely turning the key unlocks and
releases the latch. Counterbalanced trunk lid opens easily, stays

in position after being raised.

hood release A single, easily oper-
ated lever releases your Mercury’s
hood. To open, reach under hood
just to right of center; pull lever
forward, thus releasing lock and
satety catch. Over-center springs
help raise hood and hold it open.




ure ready todrive your

Your 1956 Mercury ofters many advanced features that

contribute greatly to your driving pleasure. On the '

following pages, you will find information that will |

help you take full advantage of Mercury's performance
. abilities.

-
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fuel The 1956 Mercury engines having 8.0:1 and 8.4:1 com-
pression ratios are engineered to operate smoothly and efficiently
on “regular” grade gasolines. However, if you prefer to use
“premium” grade fuels, it is recommended that you have your
dealer properly adjust your engine for this fuel in order to obtain
maximum performance and economy.

The 1956 Mercury engine with 9.0:1 compression ratio has
been engineered to obtain maximum performance from “premium”
fuels. To insure the inherent exceptional performance of its high
compression ratio, “premium” grade fuels must be used.

Preventing the entrance of possibly harmful foreign material
into the carburetor and engine are two special safeguards in the
engine fuel system: (1) A porous fiber-type filter located within a
receptacle at the lower portion of the fuel pump. This filter
element should be replaced after the initial 1000 miles of opera-
tion and approximately every 4000 miles thereafter. (2) A fine
mesh sereen located within the carburetor behind the fuel inlet

fitting,

four-barrel carburetor Your 1956 Mercury has an improved
tour-barrel carburetor. The two primary barrels provide fuel-air
mixture for normal driving. For fast acceleration and higher
speeds, the vacuum-controlled diaphragm opens the valves in
the two secondary barrels so that all four barrels are in operation.

You also have both an automatic choke and an automatic fast-

idle control to provide quick starting and smooth operation
during warm-up,

| [-.lfi"‘“' “ary ¥ |

Sectional view of your 4-barrel carburetor

N S Y

ostarting engine in standard-transmission cars, you should

depress the clutch pedal. This lessens the load on the starter. If
you have optional Mere-O-Matic Drive, you must place selector
lever in neutral (N). Otherwise, starter won’t engage.

'y

starting the engine Mercury’s ignition-key starting, the P€%
easier breathing carburetor, and Mercury’s new 12-volt elect™
system make starting quicker, easier than ever.

If engine is cold, accelerator should be depressed one complety
stroke and released before operating the starter.

If engine is warm, accelerator pedal should be depfe.ss_e'j[
slightly (not to exceed % of its travel) and held in this posltlof\
when operating starter. An aid to quick starting is the autofmftlu
choke which temporarily controls the fuel-air mixture by c]osll’lk
the choke plates. Also, when engine is cold, the choke autOmE}U\
cally allows the engine to idle fast until it warms up. If the en&"\
does not start immediately, it may be “flooded.” To start ]‘L
“flooded” engine, push the accelerator pedal to the floor gentl,
and hold in this position (this prevents the choke from oper f‘tmk
and admits a large amount of air to the intake manifold), ™|
operate the starter until the engine starts, after which the ﬂc_ce«.
erator pedal should be released. In temperatures below fre€?™
drive at low speeds until the engine reaches normal operath
temperature.

|

standard transmission 1f your Merc",

 is equipped with the standard or overdiy,

- transmission, your gearshift is in the Pred
tical “H” pattern, with the control I?VQ}
mounted on steering column. Shif ¢
accelerating, and use of the clutch -a|[
follow the standard practice with Whlql
most people are already familiar.

when to shift gears. There is no rule that always applies Hov,

ever, for normal driving it is a good idea to shift from Jow }
second between 10 and 15 miles per hour, and from second
high around 20 miles per hour.

straj
loy

Fast starts in low or second gear waste fuel . . . and
transmission, axle and tires needlessly. Normal starting i
gear makes your car last longer and gives you smoother, effo*"
starting, However, on ice or snow, starting in second gear reduc(ﬁ‘---
chances of wheels spinning.
rWal
E‘-f1]|

Before shifting into reverse, always stop your car’s fo
motion, thus avoiding unnecessary mechanical strain. Be c#'
not to use the clutch to keep car from rolling backwards On’jl
incline (by partially releasing clutch pedal). This causeS ™
clutch to slip and results in increased wear,
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descending a steep hill when going down a steep hill you may
want to use the engine as a brake. You can quickly and easily
de-clutch and shift Mercury’s constant-mesh gears from high to

to lock out the overdrive 1t your car is

standing still, simply pull out the Overdrive
T-handle. If car is moving below approxi-
mately 26 miles per hour, accelerate slightly
and pull out the Overdrive T-handle. When
car is moving about 26 miles per hour, push
the accelerator all the way down; hold it
until you feel the change to conventional
drive; and then pull out the Overdrive
T-handle. The Overdrive should be locked
out when driving on slippery roads, de-
scending steep hills, or when having car
towed or pushed to start engine. With the
Overdrive locked out, you have the same
eftective downhill braking gear as with the
standard transmission.

Merc-0-Matic Famed for its smoothness and easy operation, your
Merc-O-Matic Drive is a highly refined automatic transmission
that adjusts readily to your personal driving habits. A few

second while in motion, moments behind the wheel and you’ll feel completely at home

with Merc-O-Matic,

Touch-0-Matic overdr iVB, optional at extra cost, provides a

tourth or eruising speed which permits lower engine speed to
give greater fuel economy, longer engine life, and quieter engine
operation,

] 2t ':"l ;'Lﬁi“!:"""f..}h et
.*'4":.* ! i. *I.'.:;-ﬁ‘::{".lili!‘:{jxI":.:l:;._‘.'".i;‘:rl;fla '-__. P
l t . d i - * I ;_lﬂl} I., J.,.{ b ﬁi{m‘f:&; "-_’l""hl I'am;{ig:ru.'[' L
U OPerate in overarive, push in the Overdrive T-handle located LIRS AT
helow the instrument panel and to the right of the steering column. I R

This may be done when the car is standing still or in motion. ‘
Then at any speed above approximately 26 miles per hour, release
the accelerator momentarily, The overdrive gears will change
automatically to the fourth or cruising speed.

for extra acceleration When you want an extra burst of power,
push the accelerator all the way down to the floor. This auto-
matically shifts the car into the third, or high-performance, speed.
Then hold or release the pedal only enough to maintain speed
desired, To return to Overdrive, release the accelerator pedal
momentarily and Overdrive returns automatically.

selector dial is in an easily read position on the steering column.
There are five selector positions which have been arranged for
safe, simple. driving: P—park, R—reverse, N—neutral, Dr—normal
forward driving, Lo—emergency low.

You select the various positions by moving the selector lever,
which is mounted in the same place as a conventional gearshift.
A small pointer over the selector dial is lighted whenever head-
lights or parking lights are turned on.

VR ELal When your car is in reverse, the Overdrive does
not operate, regardless of the position of the Overdrive T-handle.
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starting You must place the selector lever in the N position in
order to operate the starter—a safety precaution that prevents
starting in gear. During the warm-up period, when engine is still
cold, there may be a small amount of “creeping” when the selector
lever is moved to a forward speed or reverse drive. This will
disappear in a minute or two after the engine and transmission
fluid warm up. To hold car stationary during this warm-up period,
depress the foot brake. If excessive creeping occurs during any

other time, have your Mercury dealer adjust the engine idling [
speed,

0 g0 forward For all normal forward driving, simply move the
selector lever to the Dr position and depress. the accelerator. The
car will start to move smoothly. To go faster, press the accelerator

down farther. You do not have to change the selector lever for
any normal forward driving.

for- maximum acceleration The kick-down feature of your

Merc-O-Matic Drive makes it easy for you to get additional
acceleration while leaving your selector lever in Dr.

For maximum acceleration from a standstill, just press accel-
erator pedal to the floor, and your Mercury will move forward
under wide-open throttle. If you keep pedal fully depressed,
transmission will automatically shift into intermediate gear at
about 35 mph and into cruising gear at about 65 mph.

If you are traveling at a speed below approximately 65 mph
and want extra pickup for passing or hill climbing, just press
accelerator to floor and your car will shift into a more powerful
gear. Let up slightly and it shifts back immediately. Above
approximately 65 mph, your kick-down feature remains inopera-
tive—another Mercury safety precaution. The same pedal manipu-
lation also permits “kick-down” from intermediate or cruising
gear into low gear at speeds below approximately 18 mph.

t0 StOp or slow the car, simply release the accelerator and press
brake pedal. If car is stopped on an upgrade, it can be held
stationary by slightly depressing accelerator pedal. This should
not be done for extended lengths of time or on very steep grades.
When car is stopped with engine running for extended periods,
selector lever should be moved to N. Do not coast with selector
lever in N.

driving in Lo The Lo position is provided for the extra pulling
power sometimes needed when driving through deep sand, mud,
or snow and when climbing or descending steep grades. You
must raise the selector lever slightly before you can move it into

17



Lo — a safety precaution that prevents slipping into Lo when
shifting to Dr. When starting from a standstill in Lo, the trans-
mission will not up-shift into a higher gear. When driving in Lo,
do not accelerate car in excess of 30 mph.

When you need extra engine braking for safe descent of steep
hills or inclines, move your selector lever to Lo. At speeds above
25 mph, transmission will first shift into intermediate gear. When
speed drops below 20 mph, it will automatically shift down to
low gear, Once in Lo, transmission will remain there until selector
lever is moved to Dr, which may be done at any speed. The shift
from Dr to Lo is not recommended on slippery roads. To slow
car on slippery roads, apply brakes gently.

pushing car to start To start engine by pushing the car, move
selector lever to N. When car reaches a speed of about 20 mph,

depress accelerator slightly, turn ignition switch on and move
selector lever to Lo.

’[OWing If transmission is in working order, car may be towed
with selector lever in N for short distances (less than 12 miles)
not to exceed 40 mph. If transmission is inoperative, drive shaft
should be disconnected before towing, or the rear of the car raised
by the tow truck.

Breaking in your Mercury

OsBsErVING a few precautions in operation of your
Mercury while the car is new will aid proper breaking in
and contribute to your driving satisfaction in the future.

For the first 100 miles, keep below 40 mph.

From 100 to 500 miles, drive at speeds up to 50 mph
and accelerate frequently to 60 mph for distances not to

exceed two miles.

From 500 to 1000 miles, you may attain higher speeds
for short distances.

The speeds at which the car is driven should of course
be in keeping with state and local traffic regulations.
During the break-in period, speed should be varied so

the car isn't traveling either fast or slow for an extended

for reverse Stop your car and hold it stationary with the brake
period of time. “Jack-rabbit” starts should be avoided.

pedal, Then raise selector lever slightly and move it into R posi-
tion, To go backwards, release the brake and press the accelerator
pedal,

Here is another good rule to follow throughout the
life of the car and especially during the break-in period.
Whenever you start with a cold engine, keep speed

rocking To rock the car out of heavg__:ﬂ:snow, sand or mud, press under 30 mph until engine warms up.

lightly on the gas pedal and move the selector lever back and
forth between Lo and R. | ;

Other = precautions suggested by Mercury service
engineers: Avoid unnecessary wide-open throttle opera-
tion until past the first 1500 miles; avoid rapid accel-
eration during break-in; do not accelerate engine to
extremely high rpm when car is standing still; and
observe engine water temperature and oil pressure gages
frequently. Avoid hard use of brakes during first 1500

miles.

parking For added safety, move lever to P,
This provides a positive transmission gear
lock, which prevents the rear wheels from
rolling forward or backward. Never move
the lever to P while car is moving.

18
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checking the oil Oil level is indicated by
the steel rod (dipstick) extending down
into the oil pan reservoir through a tube
on the right front side of the engine. The
dipstick is marked Full and Add Oil. Ojl
level should be checked tfrequently with
engine stopped. Oil, preferably the same
brand and weight (viscosity), should be
added whenever the level drops to Add Oil
mark. When adding oil, put in one quart
at a time and check the dipstick each time.
Do not overfill the reservoir.

changing the oil Your Mercury, when delivered to you, has
the proper grade and viscosity oil in the engine. After the first
1000 miles of operation this should be drained and the oil filter
cartridge replaced. If it is necessary to add oil during this period,
use nothing heavier than S.A.E. 10 in winter or S.A.E. 20 in
summer. After draining the initial lubricant, the engine oil should
be changed at every 2,000 miles, or every three (3) months,
whichever occurs first.

Quantity: The engine requires five quarts of oil — (refill
capacity ). When oil filter cartridge is changed, an additional
quart is required.

Quality: Premium-type oils (A.P.L.* Classification MM) are
recommended for use under normal driving conditions, such as
low and medium speed driving with only an occasional long run
at high speed.

When the engine is required to develop more (nearly full)
power for a much greater percentage of the time, such as in
mountain climbing and at sustained high speeds, heavy-duty type
oils (A.P.I. Classification MS or DG are recommended ).

Proper Weight: The colder the oil, the thicker it is. In winter,
light weight oil gives better lubrication because it flows more
easily. In summer, heavier oil is needed since it thins out with
higher engine temperatures, Oil weight is designated by number
as specified by the Society of Automotive Engineers.

It the weather you expect will be above - 32°F. use SAE 20
or 20W. In winter weather (-}-32°F to —10°F) use SAE 10 or

*American Petroleum Institute

ccrankcase, helps keep oil clean by removing

10W. For sustained, extremely cold weather (below —10°F ),
use SAE 5W. |

full-flow oil filter The full-flow oil filter,
base-mounted on the left side of the engine

dirt, minute metal particles, and foreign
matter. Change the oil filter cartridge after
the first 1000 miles of operation and every
4000 miles thereafter under normal condi-
tions, and more often if car is operated in
dusty areas. Oil should be changed when a
new filter cartridge is installed, and an extra
quart of oil added to provide for filter
capacity (Total, six quarts).

carburetor air cleaner The function of the carburetor air
cleaner,* in addition to its operating as a silencer, is to filter the air
entering the engine induction system. The maze screen and oil
reservoir do this job. The air cleaner should be checked and
serviced if necessary after the initial 1000 miles of operation or
whenever the engine oil is changed (normally every 2000 miles),
at which time the oil reservoir should be drained, and the com-
ponents washed in solvent. The maze screen should be saturated
with oil and the reservoir refilled to the correct level as indicated
on the inside. Use one pint of the correct viscosity engine oil,
SAE 50 when average temperature is above 32°F, and SAE 20
below 32°F. If the car is operated in severely dusty areas, the oil
bath cleaner should be serviced more often.

*Optional at extra cost

e -"I?J.r':r A
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Air circulates all through the inside of the new Mercury engine
to carry oft any water vapor, gases or fumes. To prevent dirt,
dust or other foreign matter from getting into the engine, the
crankcase vent system has two air filters. One is in the oil filler-
pipe cap, and the other is in the ventilator body on the road
draft tube. Your dealer will clean and oil the two filters as part
of the maintenance service you order. Under normal operation,
this should be done every 2000 miles, or more often in dusty areas.

checking Merc-0-Matic fluid The lubri-
cant level in your Merc-O-Matic transmis-
sion can be checked with the dipstick at
the right rear side of the engine, The fluid
level should be checked every 2,000 miles.
‘luid should be drained and refilled every
16,000 miles. When adding or changing
fluid, use automatic transmission fluid Type
“A”. Refill capaoity is 10% quarts.

servicing cooling system Highly effective cooling is provided
for the Mercury engine by its series-flow pressurized cooling
system. In this system, automatic pressure regulation permits
operation with pressure up to 15 pounds.

This increased pressure prevents boiling of coolant even when
coolant temperature is considerably above the normal boiling
point, as when driving slowly in traffic, in hot desert country, or
high mountains.

water level should be about one inch below bottom of the filler

neck, Check level frequently, and if there is any loss, have system
checked,

noving radiator cap should be done with care because the
system operates under pressure. When checking water level,

always turn to the “partly open” stop, allow pressure to escape,
then remove cap.

Cap controls pressure Turn cap to “partly open” stop . . . then remove

thermostats with two different temperature ranges are available
for your Mercury. Use the high-temperature thermostat if you

use permanent-type anti-freeze. Use the lower temperature ther-
mostat with non-permanent anti-freeze.

cleaning cooling system The cooling system should be flushed
twice a year — easily done in spring or fall when removing or
installing anti-freeze solution. Your Mercury dealer will do this
at nominal cost, but if you prefer to do it yourself, this procedure
is recommended: 1) Run the engine until water is warm, then
shut it oft. 2) Open all three drain cocks and let water run out.
These are on lower radiator tank and on lower sides of engine
block. 3) Close drain cocks, refill with hot water, and drain again.
Repeat proceédure until drain water is clear.
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anti-freeze The type you use is a matter of individual prefer-
ence. Solutions with either alcohol or ethylene glycol base, used
in_ proper quantity, will provide protection against freezing.
“Permanent” anti-freeze solutions with ethylene glycol base do
not evaporate, require only occasional checking, and will protect
your car against freezing, clogging and rust formations for the
winter season, Alcohol-type anti-freeze, due to evaporation, must
be checked more frequently, and may require addition of more
anti-freeze in order to maintain desired protection.
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TEMP. ET l‘lf?.-RgAsSE ME?H?’EI-BSASE "PEQHLI'*:IAAFI‘HTESNT"
DEGREES ALCOHOL ALCOHOL TYPE
SOEON O g %

N T T 8 5%
1 SRR e 55 6%
TSR T e 6% 7%

EERRR T Y, 7% 8%
I T 85 9%

Always play safe by using the proper amount of anti-freeze
of an established brand purchased from a reputable dealer.

Total water capacity for the 1956 Mercury with heater is 20
quarts. The chart on this page indicates the amount of anti-freeze
necessary for desired protection. Before filling with anti-freeze,
system should be checked for leaks and all connections tightened.
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battery Serviceé Heart of your Mercury’s new 12-volt electrical
system, which brings you faster, easier starting and increased
electrical-system efficiency, is your battery. It’s located under the
hood where it's easy to inspect and service. Check water level each
week, more often when on long trips or in extremely hot weather.
To prevent corrosion, clean terminals and coat with lubricant
occasionally.

Caution: Keep lighted cigarettes or flame away from top of open
battery cells as a combustible gas is always present.

brakes If the brake pedal comes within
two inches of the floor when stopping,
brakes should be inspected for brake ad-
justment and/or brake lining replacement.
Brakes now have one less adjustment,
coupled with refined manufacturing toler-
ances, to permit smoother brake action.
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parking brake when you must pull your parking brake out an
unusually long way to set it, have your Mercury dealer make the
simple “tightening” adjustment required.

power brakes, optional at extra cost, require less braking effort
because of the assistance provided by a vacuum booster. A few
trial applications will soon acquaint you with the light pressure
required to bring your car to a smooth, sure stop.

Power assist is available at all times while the engine is turning
over. The vacuum reserve tank will immediately provide addi-
tional power-assisted stops should engine vacuum be lost. This
vacuum booster is an improved design permitting a longer
retention of vacuum reserve after engine has been shut off.

Even with all vacuum reserve depleted, your Mercury’s power
brakes will adequately stop the car (but with somewhat higher
pedal effort) due to the mechanical leverage available. Your

dealer will be glad to demonstrate the “no vacuum” brake opera-
tion for you.

It the power brake pedal comes to within one inch of the floor
when applying the brakes with engine running, brakes should be
inspected for brake adjustment and /or brake lining replacement.

T'o park on grades: leave engine running, press down on brake
pedal and set parking brake firmly. Then turn off ignition and
place selector lever (on Merce-O-Matic equipped cars) in P posi-
tion. Engine should be running before releasing parking brake.

tire care Your new Mer‘éury is equipped with tubeless tires which
have a completely new tread design for improved traction, less
squeal and whine, and a softer ride. (Or with conventional low
pressure tires if you prefer.)

Regular attention to tire pressure, tire rotation, and front wheel

alignment will help add thousands of miles to the life of tires and
avoid the inconvenience of emergency repairs.

A puncturing object in a tubeless tire may not necessarily cause
an air leak. In some cases, at normal driving speeds the tire will
give many miles of dependable service with the object remaining
in the tire without a leak at the point of puncture. However, the
chance exists that a puncturing object may be thrown out of
the tire, especially in high speed operation, thereby causing
a leak, To avoid such incidents, tubeless tires should be inspected
regularly to find and remove all puncturing objects. After remov-
ing a puncturing object, the hole should immediately be sealed.
Your Mercury dealer is equipped to repair tubeless tires.




tire pressure should be checked weekly, when tires are cool or

cold because pressure increases after traveling a few miles.
Recommended cold-tire pressures are:

Models Tire Sizes Front Rear

Coupes & Sedans . . . . . 7.10x 15 26 1bs. 22 lbs.
Convertible . ... .. .. 7.60 x 15 24 1bs. 22 lbs.
Station Wagons . . . 7.60x 15 24 Ibs. 24 lbs.

wheel alignment The ball-joint front

suspension on your new car is one of
Mercury’s outstanding engineering achieve-
ments. In this advanced front suspension,
adjustment of front wheel alignment is
greatly simplified and more permanent.

Mercury service engineers recommend
having front-wheel alignment checked by
your Mercury dealer every 10,000 miles,
or at any time abnormal steering or tire
wear develops.

Mercury's famed ball-joint front suspension

lre rotation 4 especially important, To equalize wear on all five
tires and thereby prolong service life, interchange tires every
6,000 miles as indicated on the rotation diagram.
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Raising car rear

changing tires To change tires on your Mercury, you need only
the jack plus combination jack handle and lug wrench which
came with your car. If you have a flat tire while driving, stop as
quickly as you can with safety on level grade. Follow these steps
and you will be on your way again in a short time.

e
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e
e,

Raising car front

1. Set parking brake firmly and put car in reverse gear (P position
for Merc-O-Matic), so car will not roll. Wheel blocks are an
extra precaution,

2. Remove spare wheel from luggage compartment and gently

lean it against car, near wheel to be removed.

3. Remove hubcap by prying edge out with flat end of jack

handle. Then loosen (about one turn) the five nuts holding
wheel in place.

4. To raise the car, the small lever under the jack handle should

be in upper position. With the lever in this position, you can
raise the car by moving jack handle up and down until the
wheel just clears the ground.

When raising front of car, put the square jack base directly
in front of wheel to be removed and directly under the bumper.
Insert bottom of the jack post into the base. Slide the movable
part of jack up until the loadrest is under the edge of the

upper bumper bar. The post should be as near vertical as
possible.

When raising rear of car, be sure that the jack loadrest is
under the jacking plate beneath the bumper, approximately

12 in. from bumper end. This jacking plate serves to ease
the car weight. Do not raise car with jack under any other part

of the rear bumper.
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Prying hubcap

Locating lever

Removing hubcap Loosening wheel nuts

5. Remove wheel nuts. Pull wheel off and immediately replace
it with spare. Replace nuts, but do not tighten them until all
nuts have been drawn up ready to tighten.

6. Push the small lever below the jack handle socket all the way
down. Let jack down—keeping a firm grasp on the handle.

7. Tighten each nut carefully. Replace hubcap, being sure it is
snapped into place all the way around.

removing rear fender shield (an optional accessory)

I. Feel under bottom edge of the fender shield until you find
the locking rod located just to the rear of center.

2. Push the locking rod up and then away from you slightly
until it is free. Pull downward.

3. Slide back end of fender shield downward and slightly away
from yourself to disengage locking rod at rear and guide rod
at the front from the attaching brackets on the body.

4. To replace fender shield, slip front guide rod into its body
bracket, Then move fender shield upward, lining up the
locating tabs on the body with the tabs on the fender shield.
Push locking rod upward until end is retained inside bottom
flange of the shield. It is recommended that shields be left
off when tire chains are in use.

Releasing lever

Removing fender shield

power steering If your car has optional power steering, you will
enjoy the ease of handling provided by hydraulically assisted
steering and ball-joint suspension. Mercury power steering has
oth hydraulic power, which helps whenever more than finger-tip
ressure is needed on the wheel, and direct mechanical linkage,
which will provide safe steering without the aid of the hydraulic
system,

The fluid level in the system’s hydraulic reservoir, which is
under the hood on the left side of the engine, should be checked
every 2,000 miles. When adding fluid, use automatic transm<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>